Abstract
Governmental media is tightly interconnected with the non- democratic political regimes and funded by governments which dominate it, accordingly. At the time the voice of the opposition is mostly not represented through this kind of media, it becomes the platform of the government and affiliate parties. Therefore, the representation of the opposition is allowed as long as it does not affect howsoever the image of the governing political parties and their interests.

As for the PNA, the aforementioned characteristics vehemently apply to its media outlets represented by the Palestinian Radio (Voice of Palestine), Palestine TV, Palestinian News Agency (WAFA) and the Palestinian State Information Services (SIS) as they are funded and controlled by the PNA. Thus, the space of freedom allowed is noticeably affected.

The thesis builds upon a theory that introduces the Palestinian governmental media as a voice for the majority in-power political party which forms the government and has the leading majority in the PLC. In these terms, the voice of the political opposition is allowed as much as it does not oppose the government and the governing political party stands. Supposedly, the governmental media should have become the voice for Hamas upon its victory in the Palestinian elections Jan. 2006 and the formation of the Palestinian government since it became the majority in the PLC. The output and the result of the elections should be politically alike in both cases. Upon its victory in the 1996 elections and until Jan. 2006, Fateh was the majority in the PLC and, thus, formed the government. 

Analyzing the content of 63 hours of news and news bulletins programs as broadcasted by the voice of Palestine between Dec. 2005 and Dec. 2006 in terms of some media criteria that guarantees the freedom of expression, it was concluded that when the structure of the political regime undergoes a change/s and the roles are shifted i.e. the opposition becomes the majority in the government and the PLC and the known to be the governing political party becomes the opposition, the governmental media would undergo a similar shift, as well. It becomes the voice of the opposition, the observer to the governing political party and, thus, allows for a space of freedom for criticizing and accounting. In view of that, the traditional bond between the governmental media and the governing political party is untangled. Meanwhile, criticism and accounting would aim only at helping the opposition (the x-governing political party) recovers.

Between 1994 and the beginning of 1996, the Voice of Palestine, a Palestinian media outlet, was the voice for the Palestinian presidency and government integrally dominated by Fateh since its victory in the Palestinian election, 1996. During the said period, governmental media was subordinate to the presidency at a time and the Ministry of Information at another. Regardless, the political opposition used to enjoy a space of freedom to communicate its messages from time to time. 

However, following the second legislative council elections held in Jan.2006, the division of power ( presidency, government and the legislative council ) between two solid grounded parties ( Fateh and Hamas) and other small parties and the shift of roles between the government and the opposition, the governmental media became no longer the voice of the government . Rather, it became the voice of the opposition (according to the proportional representation at the PLC). Contradictorily, the space the freedom of expression allowed for the x-opposition has rather enlarged. As a result, the technical criteria which guarantees the freedom of expression for whatever is categorized media has undergone a defect. 

In this context, upon a thorough analysis of interviews conducted with a number of employees at the Voice of Palestine, observers to the governmental media and representatives of the two political major parties (Fateh and Hamas) who shifted political turns, it was concluded that there are some reasons for the resulting defect.  Some of the reasons are tightly related to the individuals working in the governmental media such as the lack of proficiency and the political affiliation. Others are related to the media institutions such as the lack of clear vision, random decision making, self-censorship and the lack of proper training. Additionally, some political factors add to the resulted defect such as the Palestinian authority and political parties lacking the culture of criticism and freedom of expression, security lawlessness, absence of the right to free access to information in addition to the subordination of the governmental media to the presidency or the government, the political and administrative corruption, the continuous Israeli accusations of incitement in the Palestinian governmental media, the Israeli overwhelming  of the financial resources and the restrictions to the workers in the Voice of Palestine. 

 

Concerning the Palestinian laws in effect, although they guarantee the freedom of expression but they are loaded with loose terms that can be misinterpreted the way it violates the freedom of expression. Moreover, there are some other articles that expand the Executive Authority powers at the expense of the freedom of expression.

